

CITY OF AUBURN

CITY COUNCIL

BUSINESS MEETING in Council Chambers

FOR

March 7, 2019
Present:
Mayor :

Linda Blechinger


Council Member:
Peggy Langley





Council Member:
Bob Vogel





Council Member:
Bill Ackworth-Absent




Council Member:
Jay Riemenschneider

City Staff in Attendance:
City Administrator Alex Mitchem, Chief Hodge, Joyce Brown, Jay Miller, Josh Campbell, Michael Parks, Bel Outwater, Michelle Walker, Lt. Patterson, Jack Wilson
Mayor Blechinger called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

Chief Hodge gave the invocation.




Chief Hodge led the pledge to the flag.

Item:  Public Hearing – Rocklyn Home Rezoning 

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to open the Public Hearing for Rezoning Parcel AU05  022.  

Motion:  Made by Council Member Riemenschneider to open the Public Hearing for Rezoning Parcel AU05  022.    

Seconded:  
By Council Member Langley.  

Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Public Hearing opened.

Jay Miller presented.  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS:

Approval as PSV (Planned Suburban Village District), subject to the following conditions.  The Planning Commission has added the condition: (2)(g)
1. To restrict the use of the property as follows:

a. Townhome units not to exceed 398 units for a max density of 7.32 units/acre.

b. Townhome units shall be constructed of brick, stacked stone, or concrete/fiber cement siding or shake on all exposed sides.  Rear and side facades shall be comprised of at least fifty percent (50%) brick or stone.  Architectural elevations shall be submitted for review and approval by the Community Development Director.

c. The minimum heated floor area per single car unit shall be 1,450 sq. ft. The minimum heated square feet for double car units shall be 1,750 sq. ft.
d. The development shall include a clubhouse, community trails, community greenspace, pool, and playground as amenities. Open space shall be distributed throughout the development.

e. Internal Roads shall be private and residential development shall be gated.

f. A mandatory Homeowner’s Association shall be incorporated which provides for building and grounds maintenance, repair, insurance and working capital.  Said association must also include declarations and by-laws including rules and regulations which shall at minimum regulate and control the following:

i. Exterior home maintenance to include roofing and painting.

ii. All grounds and common area maintenance, including detention facilities.

iii. Fence/wall maintenance to include the requirement that any graffiti shall be repaired and repainted within 72 hours.

iv. Payment for street lighting.

2. To satisfy the following site development considerations:

a. Provide 25 ft. planted buffer along property lines as shown on site plan.  Buffer should include a mixture of evergreen and deciduous plants and provide sufficient screening. Supplemental plantings and re-plantings shall consist of evergreen trees, shrubs, or combination thereof, native or adaptable to the region. All trees planted shall be a minimum of six feet in height at time of planting and shall be a species which will achieve a height of at least twenty feet at maturity. All shrubs planted shall be a large growing species, shall be a minimum of three feet in height at time of planting and shall be a species which will achieve a height of at least ten feet at maturity.
b. Provide sidewalk and landscape strip along Highway 29. The landscaped setback shall include decorative entrance monuments, decorative fences or walls, and landscaping. Design of these elements shall be subject to review and approval of Community Development Director prior to the issuance of a development permit.
c. All grassed areas shall be sodded.

d. All utilities shall be placed underground.

e. Natural vegetation shall remain on the property until the issuance of a development permit.

f. Compliance with the site plan received by the Community Development Department on January 15, 2019, and whereby the exact layout of the project may contain minor deviations approved by the Community Development Director provided the deviations remain consistent with the purpose and intent of the Council’s approval of the petition. Notwithstanding the contents of the site plan, the project must meet or exceed the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance, all other applicable city ordinances and these conditions. The site plan may be revised with the approval of the Community Development Director in order to comply with city codes and zoning conditions. Unless otherwise noted herein, compliance with all conditions shall be in place prior to the issuance of the first Certificate of Occupancy
g. Provide 8 ft. high opaque privacy fence adjacent to Barrow County tax parcels XX012-015 and XX012-016 prior to site development.
3. To abide by the following requirements, dedications and improvements:

a. Make all traffic improvements if required prior to first C/O.
Mayor Blechinger asked for any comments in support of rezoning Parcel AU05  022 from AG Agricultural District to PSV – Planned Suburban Village District.    

Mitch Peevy, 4480 Commerce Drive, Buford, Georgia representing Rocklyn Homes supports rezoning Parcel AU05  022 from AG Agricultural District to PSV – Planned Suburban Village District.  Mitch said that the plan is to have 7 acres up front of commercial development and 398 standard upscale townhomes starting at $200,000+ which will be maintained by HOA fees between $150-$200/month.  He has worked with Rocklyn Homes for 20+ years and highly recommends the quality of the townhomes.  He stated that Rocklyn Homes agrees to the conditions and the added condition stated above by the Planning Commission. 
Mayor Blechinger asked for any comments opposing rezoning Parcel AU05  022 from AG Agricultural District to PSV – Planned Suburban Village District.    

None given

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing.

Motion:  Made by Council Member Langley to close the Public Hearing.

Seconded:  
By Council Member Vogel.

Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Public Hearing closed.
Council Reports and Announcements

None were given
Staff Reports

Copies of staff reports are located at the end of this document. Chief Hodge announced that Sgt. Pharr and the APD Explorers placed 15th out of 105 teams in the National Explorers’ Competition in Nashville, TN.  Chief reported that Clayton Donaldson, a 3-year old boy, with a sensory condition was given the opportunity by the Auburn Police Dept. to be an Honorary Police Officer for the day including wearing a specially made Police uniform with patches and a badge.  Clayton views Firemen and Policemen as his heroes.  Bel Outwater announced that the Library was awarded $1,000 Yalsa/Dollar General Teen Summer Intern Grant that allows the Library to hire a high school student to work as a part-time intern this summer.  Bel also announced that she is one of five finalists for the 2019 Innovative Librarian Award co-sponsored by the Gwinnett County Public Library and San Jose State University.  Bel also announced that the money for the Library expansion has been included in the FY2020 Budget by the State, approved by the House, and waiting on Senate approval.  Michael Parks announced that Auburn Youth Athletics Spring Ball Opening Day is scheduled for Saturday, March 9, 2019 at 9:30AM.  “Thank you” to Public Works for all the hard work they have done on preparing the ball fields.  Michael also announced that the next OWLS meeting is scheduled for March 20th.  Jay Miller reported that Auburn Station Phase I has been final platted and Moriah Woods Phase I is in the process of being final platted.  Alex Mitchem reported that the Water Supply Project plan amendment was unanimously approved by the North Metro Water District on February 27th.  “Thank you” to Attorney Jack Wilson and to Roger Wilhelm of Winder for doing a great job of presenting and answering questions on behalf of the City at the Executive Committee meeting prior to the public meeting.  Alex said that EPD staff were present for the decision and should be issuing the withdrawal permit by March 8th.
The following staff reports were given: Police Department - Chief Hodge, Library - Bel Outwater, Public Works & Stormwater - Iris Akridge-Absent, Parks and Leisure - Michael Parks, Community Development Director - Jay Miller, City Clerk - Joyce Brown, Administration - Alex Mitchem 
Item:
Citizen Comments on Agenda Items
Mayor Blechinger asked for any Citizens comments for items on tonight’s agenda.  

None were given

Item:
Consent Agenda
Mayor Blechinger asked if any of the consent agenda items needed to be removed for further discussion

None were given
Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda:  
       a.  February 7, 2019 - Business Meeting Minutes
       b.  February 21, 2019 - Workshop Meeting Minutes

       c.  Moriah Woods Final Plat     
       d.  Auburn Station Final Plat  

       e.  Water & Sewer Service Area Map Review and Approval
       f.   Copier Contracts   

       g.  Eagle Scout Project 
       h.  Batting Cage Donation

Motion:
Made by Council Member Langley to approve the Consent Agenda.  
Seconded:
By Council Member Riemenschneider.         
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.   

Item:  Rocklyn Homes Rezoning    

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve the rezoning of Parcel Number AU05  022 from AG – Agricultural District to PSV – Planned Suburban Village District with conditions included in the packet recommended by the Planning Commission.      

Motion:  Made by Council Member Langley to approve the rezoning of Parcel Number AU05  022 from AG – Agricultural District to PSV – Planned Suburban Village District with conditions included in the packet recommended by the Planning Commission.      

Seconded:  
By Council Member Vogel.  
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  

Item:  GEFA Loan Modification     

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve Resolution #02-019 for the Georgia Environmental Finance Authority Water Supply Modification Loan WS13L01WR in the amount of $7,894,100 for a 30- year term and to authorize Mayor Blechinger and Jack Wilson, City Attorney to execute the closing documents.        

Motion:  Made by Council Member Langley to approve Resolution #02-019 for the Georgia Environmental Finance Authority Water Supply Modification Loan WS13L01WR in the amount of $7,894,100 for a 30-year term and to authorize Mayor Blechinger and Jack Wilson, City Attorney to execute the closing documents.        

Seconded:  
By Council Member Vogel.  
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  

Item:  HB 302 Resolution      

Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to approve Resolution #01-019 opposing HB 302.        

Motion:  Made by Council Member Vogel to approve Resolution #01-019 opposing HB 302.                        

Seconded:  
By Council Member Riemenschneider.  
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Alex Mitchem commented on the importance of opposing HB 302, stated that HB 302 would prohibit local governments from adopting or enforcing ordinances or regulations on home building.  He has been in the industry for 25+ years and assisted many communities in writing ordinances.  Alex feels strongly that it should be left up to the local officials and its citizens to govern what type of character its town has and not the legislature.  He stated that we need to be united with other cities that have adopted the same resolution.  Alex said that the Georgia Municipal Association (GMA) put this resolution together and that they did a great job.
Mayor Blechinger commented that she agreed that GMA did a great job preparing the resolution opposing HB 302.  The Mayor stated that this resolution will be sent to Representative Terry England, Senator Frank Ginn, and Renee Unterman. 
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  

Citizen Comments:  Mayor Blechinger asked for any Citizens Comments.
Carlton Johnson expressed concerns regarding fire protection for the new townhomes.  
Mitch Peevy with Rocklyn Homes assured Mr. Johnson that the buildings would have fire protection, that it is a requirement.
Carlton Johnson also expressed concerns regarding the water problem in his yard from the houses being built next door.  He stated that the water is washing his yard away and increasing the depth of his ditches.  Carlton asked that Iris Akridge and Stormwater be contacted to look into this issue.

Charlie Sewell commented on HB 302, said that we need to be very concerned about not just the overlay districts, the downtown area etc., but about the out-lying areas as well because that’s what really supports the City.  Charlie stated that he has been in direct contact with Representative Terry England and that Terry assures him that he is fully against the bill.
Item:
Executive Session – Potential Litigation      

Motion:

Made by Council Member Vogel to go into Executive Session for Potential Litigation.     

Seconded:
By Council Member Riemenschneider.        
Mayor Blechinger asked for any discussion.  There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.

Jack Wilson:  “During Executive Session the Council met to discuss potential litigation.  There were no votes taken and no evidence received in the Executive Session.  The original affidavit and resolution have been signed and I will give them to the clerk to be included in the minutes.”
ADJOURN:  Mayor Blechinger asked for a motion to adjourn.
Motion:  
Made by Council Member  Langley to adjourn.
Seconded: 
 By Council Member Vogel. 
Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Read and approved this ___________ Day of April 2019 
Attest:

___________________________________________________

Mayor Blechinger
MAYOR


Linda Blechinger





CITY CLERK


Joyce Brown


City Council


Peggy J. Langley


Robert L. Vogel, III


Bill Ackworth


Jay L. Riemenschneider
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